28 THE RENTAL MARKET

“Contractors
are looking
to rent
equipment
that is
relatively
new, in
good order
and from a
manufac-
turer known
for reliable
and high-
performing
equipment”

Right: Colets Piling took delivery of
a second HBR 204 MP minipiling rig

at the end of 2014

Small addition

Casagrande UK has delivered a new minipiling rig
to the hire fleet of Colets Piling of Sudbury, Suffolk

K piling contractor Colets
U Piling’s hire fleet consists

of several Casagrande
piling rigs and Hutte minipiling
rigs. After originally acquiring a
Hitte HBR 205 MP unit, some
of the company’s customers
started asking for the same
performance but in a smaller,
lighter package.

As a result of this feedback
from Colets and other custom-
ers, Hitte (part of the Casa-
grande Group) developed the
HBR 204 MP.

The finalised minipiling rig,
although smaller, has the same
maximum rotary head torque as
the HBR 205 MP at 5.5 ton
metres (50kNm) and a powerful
crowd/extraction force of 15t.

Another demand from custom-

Colets’ HBR
204 MP has
been used
for augered
minipiling
operations

ers was for a drilling mast with a
similar rotary head stroke to the
HBR 205 MP to carry as much
auger as possible, and to this
end, the HBR 204 MP has a
maximum stroke of 8.4m. The
operating weight of the HBR
204 MP is approximately 15t,
and the rig can be fitted with
diesel engines conforming to
the latest emissions standards.

Colets now has two of the
HBR 204 MP minipiling rigs, with
the second unit added to the
fleet at the end of last year.

“Overall, contractors are
looking to rent equipment that
is relatively new, in good order
and from a manufacturer that is
known for supplying reliable and
high-performing equipment.
They are also looking for

equipment that their operators
are already familiar with or for
which their operators can be
readily trained, or for equipment
that can be hired with an
operator included,” explains
Michael Finch, managing
director of Casagrande UK.

FINDING WORK

“The recession that hit the
industry in 2008 caused an
increase in demand for hired
equipment because contractors
were either unable or unwilling
to purchase new equipment
themselves.

“This hire market has become
firmly established since then and
has continued even after the
industry saw an upturn in work-
load from 2012,” says Finch.

“Contractors have been
returning to buying new equip-
ment to replace older equip-
ment in their existing fleets since
their workload improved, but we
don't see contractors increasing

the numbers of rigs in their own
fleets.

"Instead, we see them
continuing to replace rigs in
their own fleet as and when
required but using hired equip-
ment to meet any short-term
increase in their workload and
when they do not have equip-
ment to carry out particular
projects that are outside the
capability of their own rigs.”

Colets HBR 204 MP has been
carrying out augered minipiling
operations, both hollow stem
and open hole, with diameters
ranging from 300mm to 600mm
and depths up to 25m. Colets’

rigs both have masts with 8.4m
stroke as standard, but the latest
rig was delivered with the short
mast option and this is proving
popular for hirers with projects
having restricted headroom.

Colets will shortly be taking
delivery of a new Casagrande
B125XP rig in continuous flight
auger (CFA) mode with a
high-speed rotary head specifi-
cally designed for CFA drilling in
the 300mm to 600mm diameter
range.v
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